
Stop the Utility Bailout is a coalition of homeowners’ insurance companies who are committed to upholding liability laws that protect wildfire survivors, homeowners, communities 
and businesses and holding utilities accountable for the fires they cause.

PG&E lacks credibility to make wildfire demands

Wildfires aren’t the only “new normal” in California.

PG&E is at it again, doing everything possible to shirk responsibility for its role in future 
disasters. CEO Geisha Williams on Thursday had the audacity to say that Gov. Jerry Brown’s 
new plan to deal with the wildfire liability issue isn’t good 
enough.

She’s right that the proposal issued by the governor on 
Wednesday needs work — but only because it threatens 
to let PG&E off the hook for the utility’s shortcomings at 
the expense of California ratepayers and property owners. 
The Legislature should be cautious about rushing to make 
reforms on an extremely complex issue before its session 
ends at the end of August, especially because the current 
liability laws largely are working.

... PG&E failed to take the basic step of purchasing enough 
insurance coverage to cover the utility’s potential liability for 
the 2017 Wine Country wildfires.

The governor and legislative leaders have convened a special committee to examine financial 
responsibility for future fires. At a minimum, the Legislature should have an independent 
auditor examine PG&E’s books to determine the validity of Williams’ claim that maintaining the 
status quo threatens to throw PG&E into bankruptcy.

Any changes to the law must ensure that California property owners are adequately protected. 
The fear is that if the inverse condemnation standard goes away, insurers will hike property 
owners’ rates or decline to offer fire insurance in high-risk areas altogether.

PG&E has a long history of playing power politics in an effort to pad its bottom line. The 
Legislature should not make any alterations to wildfire liability laws until it has taken the time 
to do a full investigation of the impact on California property owners.
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