
The ‘new normal’ on wildfires isn’t reason enough to give utilities a free pass
EDITORIAL

California is making some real strides adapting to wildfires as a year-round threat. So it makes 
no sense to backslide now by giving a free pass to utilities for fire damage.

Facing billions of dollars in potential costs, Pacific Gas & Electric Co. and other utilities are seek-
ing relief at the state Capitol, lobbying hard for it to happen when legislators return in August. 

A special committee of legislators is looking at ways to prevent or limit damage from wildfires 
– but also at revising the law on liability for wildfire damage. The Legislature and Gov. Jerry 
Brown should be very wary of any significant changes that shift the burden to homeowners 
and taxpayers. 

Cal Fire has already blamed PG&E power poles and other 
equipment and its failure to remove and trim back trees 
around power lines for several of the fires last October. 
Cal Fire is still investigating the cause of the Tubbs fire, 
which killed 24 people and destroyed 5,000 homes in and 
around Santa Rosa. 

The state’s largest fire so far this year, the County Fire, 
started June 30 and burned through more than 90,000 
acres in Yolo and Napa counties before being fully 
contained by July 14. 

Just as fire crews brought that blaze under control, another major fire broke out in Mariposa 
County near Yosemite National Park. As of Friday morning, the Ferguson Fire was only 7 
percent contained and had already burned nearly 23,000 acres, forced evacuations and 
claimed a life – firefighter Braden Varney, whose bulldozer rolled over while he was clearing a 
fire break on July 14. 

...there’s no compelling reason for a major shift in responsibility away from utilities and to local 
taxpayers and homeowners.

LIMITING ITS COMPENSATION FOR FIRE 
DAMAGE WOULD BE GREAT FOR PG&E 
EXECUTIVES AND LUCRATIVE FOR ITS 
SHAREHOLDERS. BUT IT WOULD BE 
UNFAIR TO HOMEOWNERS, WHOSE 
INSURANCE PAYMENTS WOULD RISE, 
AND TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND 
TAXPAYERS, WHO WOULD HAVE TO PICK 
UP MORE OF THE BILL FOR REPAIRS.

READ THE FULL ARTICLE: http://bit.ly/2JTDpjO
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT...

Stop the Utility Bailout is a coalition of homeowners’ insurance companies who are committed to upholding liability laws that protect wildfire survivors, homeowners, communities 
and businesses and holding utilities accountable for the fires they cause.


